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Dissecting Research Articles – Qualitative – Psychology
Having completed the Dissecting a Qualitative Article courseroom activity, you will turn your attention to qualitative research.  In this activity, you will read Sample Article 2 and will answer a series of questions.  Please answer the questions posed in each section. If you do not know the answer, circle the Neutral answer. 
Note: You may refer to the Dissecting Research Articles handout as you complete this activity.

Section 1: Abstract, Introduction, Hypothesis, Research Question, and the Literature Review
[bookmark: _GoBack]As you will recall from Dissecting a Qualitative Article, the Abstract and the Introduction to the paper contains a number of important points.  They are the same for a qualitative article as they are for quantitative articles.  Please answer the following questions.
If you wish to review the handout’s section on the Abstract, Introduction, Hypothesis, Research Question, and Literature review, please do so now.

Directions: After reading Article 2, please answer the following questions.

Tighe, A., Pistrang, N., Casdagli, L., Baruch, G., & Butler, S. (2012). Multisystemic therapy for young offenders: Families' experiences of therapeutic processes and outcomes. Journal of Family Psychology, 26(2), 187–197. 

1.  “An abstract is a brief, comprehensive summary of the contents of the article; it allows the readers to survey the contents of an article quickly and, like a title, it enables the persons interested in the document to retrieve it from abstracting and indexing databases” (APA, 2010, p. 25). 
The abstract clearly and accurately summarizes the content of the study.
Strongly Agree	   Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree

2. The introduction describes the research topic and depicts the problem statement. The introduction should inform the reader regarding the potential of the research to provide important and relevant answers. 
The introduction explains why this problem is important and why this topic is worth researching.
Strongly Agree	   Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree

3. Creswell (2007) asserts that in qualitative studies, the “need for the study” is a more appropriate terminology than the problem statement. “The intent of a research problem in qualitative research is to provide a rationale or need for studying a particular issue or problem.” (p. 102).  Still, both methodologies must demonstrate a need for the study or a problem statement.
The researcher clearly describes the problem or the need for studying the topic under inquiry.
Strongly Agree	   Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree

4. Were the key terms defined? The reader needs to understand exactly what the writer is saying.
The research question is clearly stated and the key terms are defined.
Strongly Agree	   Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree

5. The literature review outlines the theory and past findings that are relevant to the research goals. The literature review should document the importance of the research problem. 
The literature review supports the necessity to study the specific research question.
Strongly Agree	   Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree

6. The introduction, statement of the problem, and the literature review are appropriate and consistent with the research question.
Strongly Agree	   Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree

7. Please write one paragraph reflecting your evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses of Section 1.

Section 2: Methodology – Research Design, Methods and Procedures, and Sampling
If you wish to review the Qualitative Methodology section in the handout, please do so now.

Directions: Please answer the following questions about the methodology for Sample Article 2.

8. The research design is stated and there is a detailed description of how the study will be conducted.
Strongly Agree	   Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree

9. The methods and procedures regarding how data with be collected are clearly described.
Strongly Agree	   Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree

10. The research design is suitable to answer the research questions.
Strongly Agree	   Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree

	To evaluate the research evidence, it is important to know who the participants are and how they were chosen. Sampling refers to the process of obtaining the research participants to be part of the study. The sampling section should clearly indicate the specific procedures used to recruit the participants. It should also indicate the sample size and the eligibility criteria. 



11. The researcher clearly describes how participants were recruited and selected.
Strongly Agree	   Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree

12. The sampling strategy was clearly explained.
Strongly Agree	   Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree
Section 3: Information Specific to Qualitative Methodology
If you wish to review the information on qualitative articles, please do so now.

Directions: Please answer the following questions specific to a qualitative methodology. 

13. The presentation of the data permits the reader to understand how the results were interpreted.
Strongly Agree	   Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree


14. The direct quotes from the transcribed interviews support each category in the analysis.
Strongly Agree	   Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree


Section 4: Analysis, Findings, Discussion, and Ethics
If you wish to review this section in the handout, please do so now.

Directions: After you have read the results presented in Article 2, answer the following questions.

15. The results are presented in enough detail to allow the reader to evaluate the results.
Strongly Agree	   Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree

16. The conclusions and generalizations are valid and justified by the data analysis.
Strongly Agree	   Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree

17. The researchers considered other possible interpretations of the results.
Strongly Agree	   Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree

18. The discussion is reasonable in view of the data presented.
Strongly Agree	   Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree

19. The research question was answered.
Strongly Agree	   Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree

	Ethics in research is of particular importance. For purposes of this exercise, some fundamental ethical concerns are listed here:
· Informed consent should be in the form of a written statement that fully informs the participant of the nature of the research project and what is expected of participants. The researcher has the informed consent form signed by the participant.
· Harm and loss of dignity refers to the right to self esteem and protection from harm. Involvement in the study should not be physically or mentally harmful to the participants.
· Privacy and confidentiality relates to procedures to ensure that information is stored in locked areas and no one outside of the researchers will have access to participants’ records. The researcher must protect the anonymity of the participants.
· Participants should be informed that they have the right to decline or withdraw from the research at any time without consequences.



20. There is no evidence of ethical violations for this study. 
Strongly Agree	   Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree

	After presenting the results, the researcher interprets the implications of the research findings. This includes recommendations for further research and suggestions for relevant application of the research findings. Did the authors identify directions or recommendations for future research?  Did the authors propose what the next steps are for studies in their topical areas in light of previous literature and their findings?



21. The researcher clearly states the implications and applications of the research.
Strongly Agree	   Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree

22. This research has contributed to the field of psychology or to the field of human services. (Why, or why not, should be discussed with your table.)
Strongly Agree	   Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree

23. The researcher offers a reflection on the limitations of the study including the research design.
Strongly Agree	   Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree


Please keep this list of questions and train yourself to use them to dissect all the articles in your literature review on the research topic. After using it frequently, you will not need the list, because the questions will come more naturally. Using the questions to train yourself will also allow you to keep deepening your knowledge of the elements of a well constructed research article.
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